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DOLPHIN DEATHS — SWAN AND CANNING RIVERS AND BUNBURY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [3.42 pm]: I wish to further 
update the house on continuing actions the government is taking to address the death of dolphins in the Swan and 
Canning Rivers and the Bunbury inner waters areas.  

On 19 November, the Minister for Water and I met with Murdoch University researchers and departmental 
officials regarding the release of an initial research report into the deaths of eight dolphins in the Bunbury inner 
waters during the past two years. Murdoch researchers Dr Lars Bejder and Dr Hugh Finn have begun re-
evaluating the deaths of the dolphins, either found or presumed dead. I was advised that the report found no trend 
in the timing or cause of the deaths, and that tissue samples had been gathered and sent for further analysis. This 
information was important, given the advice I had received of some similarities with the six dolphin deaths in the 
Swan River this year.   

Being presented with information directly from the researchers responsible for the study programs has been 
invaluable in looking at the overall health of dolphins that live in inlets and in waterways that abut metropolitan 
areas. While the exact cause of the deaths in the Swan Canning Riverpark and the Bunbury inner waters are still 
not clear, we know, through this research, that a number of factors need to be investigated and we need to 
analyse the data from similar research programs conducted throughout Australia and internationally. Nine 
researchers and/or research groups are currently conducting scientific projects involving bottlenose dolphins in 
various parts of the state. Some of these projects, such as those in Shark Bay, are continuing studies that have 
been in operation for more than 15 years.  

On 20 November, the chairman of the Swan River Trust provided me with a report outlining the research, 
ongoing monitoring and further actions being undertaken by the trust, other government agencies, researchers 
and experts. I am considering the information provided by the chairman of the trust, and I have asked the Chief 
Scientist of Western Australia to provide advice to me on this report. On 22 November, I was informed that a 
dead juvenile dolphin had been recovered from the Leschenault Inlet that day. Researchers believe that this 
animal is one of the eight dead dolphins that had previously been listed as missing but presumed dead. I 
understand that samples were collected from this dolphin and will be sent away for further testing. 

I will continue to update the house as new information on this important issue comes to hand. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


